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Please Note:
This template is intended for educational purposes only, without any express or implied warranty of any kind, including warranties of accuracy, completeness, or fitness for any particular purpose.  You agree that your use of the template is without any recourse whatsoever to PG&E, SCE, SDG&E, or their affiliates. The template is a draft, and anyone using this document should seek the advice of an attorney to develop appropriate ordinance language to meet its jurisdiction’s specific needs, as state and local laws may differ.

Please contact the Codes and Standards Reach Codes Team at info@LocalEnergyCodes.com for additional information.





This program is funded by California utility customers and administered by Pacific Gas and Electric Company, San Diego Gas & Electric Company (SDG&E®), and Southern California Edison Company under the auspices of the California Public Utilities Commission and in support of the California Energy Commission.

		
Reach Code Submittal Instructions

Local amendments to the California Energy Code (Title 24, Part 6) must be approved by the California Energy Commission and subsequently filed with the California Building Standards Commission.

Submittal to the California Energy Commission must include:
· A cover letter to the Executive Director (see sample below)
· A signed copy of the ordinance adopting the amendments and the staff report
· The required findings[footnoteRef:2] (if not included in the ordinance), as adopted by the local elected body, including findings pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act, Pub. Resources Code Section 21000 et seq..  In addition to the requirements specified in the Guide, the California Energy Commission requires that the findings include a statement to the effect that the local governmental agency’s governing body, has at a public meeting, adopted its determination that the standards are cost-effective. [2:  Excerpt from California Health and Safety Code Section 17958.7. Except as provided in Section 17922.6 , the governing body of a city or county, before making any modifications or changes pursuant to Section 17958.5 , shall make an express finding that such modifications or changes are reasonably necessary because of local climatic, geological or topographical conditions.  Such a finding shall be available as a public record.  A copy of those findings, together with the modification or change expressly marked and identified to which each finding refers, shall be filed with the California Building Standards Commission.  No modification or change shall become effective or operative for any purpose until the finding and the modification or change have been filed with the California Building Standards Commission.
] 

· Documentation supporting findings of cost-effectiveness.  If the policy was developed using the Cost Effectiveness Explorer, attach the Evidence of Cost-Effectiveness that can be downloaded from the Explorer. Otherwise, attach a copy of (or link to) any studies supporting these findings.

The package may be submitted electronically to Danuta.drozdowicz@energy.ca.gov.  See the Energy Commission’s website for more information.

Upon approval of the California Energy Commission, the ordinance and the findings must be filed with the California Building Standards Commission.  See sample cover letter below.  The package may be filed electronically to OrdinanceFilings@dgs.ca.gov.  See the Building Standards Commission’s website for more information.


		2024-02-27
California Energy Commission Cover Letter Template
Instructions/Fills are in blue text

DATE

Mr. Drew Bohan, Executive Director
California Energy Commission 
1516 Ninth Street 
Sacramento, Ca 95814-5514 
Electronic Delivery to: Danuta.drozdowicz@energy.ca.gov

Re: 	Application for Approval of Local Amendments to the California Energy Code

Dear Mr. Bohan:

At its regular meeting on DATE, the City Council/County Board approved the first reading of the enclosed Local Energy Ordinance [use specific name, as applicable] amending the 2022 California Energy Code, Title 24, Part 6.  The ordinance was adopted at the second reading on DATE.  The City Council/County Board made the determination that mandating the enclosed ordinance is cost effective based on a cost effectiveness study prepared by the California Energy Codes and Standards team.

Enclosed with this application are the following:
1. Signed Local Energy Ordinance [use specific name, as applicable] NUMBER, which includes the necessary findings and the proposed requirements
2. The staff report that accompanied the ordinance
3. The Evidence of Cost-Effectiveness downloaded from the Cost Effectiveness Explorer documenting that the requirements have been found to be cost-effective based on a study prepared by the California Energy Codes and Standards team [Note: if the policy was not formulated in the Cost Effectiveness Explorer, attach a copy of (or link to) the study that was used to formulate the policy.]

The City Council/County Board approved a resolution on DATE regarding CEQA findings pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines.  The Council/Board found that… [paste findings here].

The City/County of __________ would like to express to you our firm commitment to enforce the 2022 Title 24, Part 6 Building Energy Efficiency Standards of the California Building Code as part of the implementation of our local energy ordinance. As the Chief Building Official, I will work with my staff to provide training on enforcement of the energy standards and the ordinance requirements.  The Local Energy Ordinance will ensure that residential and non-residential buildings in the City will consume less energy than permitted by Title 24, Part 6.

Thank you for your consideration.

Signature Block

California Building Standards Commission Cover Letter Template
Instructions/Fills are in blue text

Date

Mia Marvelli, Executive Director
California Building Standards Commission
2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130
Sacramento, Ca 95833
Electronic Delivery to: OrdinanceFilings@dgs.ca.gov.  

Re: 	Filing of Local Amendments to the California Energy Code

Dear Ms. Marvelli:

Enclosed please find the City/County of __________’s Local Energy Ordinance [use specific name, as applicable], as approved by the California Energy Commission on DATE, as well as the City Council/County Board’s findings supporting the amendments.

The City/County of __________ would like to express to you our firm commitment to enforce the 2022 Title 24, Part 6 Building Energy Efficiency Standards of the California Building Code as part of the implementation of our local energy ordinance. As the Chief Building Official, I will work with my staff to provide training on enforcement of the energy standards and the ordinance requirements.  The Local Energy Ordinance will ensure that residential and non-residential buildings in the City will consume less energy than permitted by Title 24, Part 6.

Thank you for your consideration.

Signature Block
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